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South Durham U3A 

Active in Darlington, Cockerton and surrounding areas 

Monthly Newsletter – July 2019 – No 201 

This Month’s Meeting – on Tuesday 9
th

 July – Great North Air Ambulance 

Chair’s Message 

We’re a very busy U3A group at present with one summer visit gone and a few more to come between now and 

September.   

 Our day out at Temple Newsam House was very successful and even the weather was kind - 

you will read a report here in the newsletter.  Our visit to Whitby is on July 10th and 

Yorkshire Sculpture Park on September 4th.  Whitby is now all paid for and the fare is 

£13.50 for the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, non-refundable. Cheques made payable to 

South Durham U3A or post to Mr D Boyd, 37, Lowther Drive, Woodham, Newton 

Aycliffe, DL5 4UL before the end of August.   

Our attempt at having one payment desk at Bowen Road has proved too complicated 

as we have so many outings taking place at present!!  So for the next couple of 

meetings the organizer of each trip will be taking their own payments. 

We are sorry to report that Kate Brown has chosen to leave the committee and 
we thank her for what she has done for the last couple of years.   In the 
meantime we shall continue without a Vice Chair (until the AGM) as other 
committee members are happy to step into the breach as needed.   

Carol Boyd. 01325496153 Carolboydu3a@gmail.com 

 

 

RECENT EVENTS 

Last Month’s Speaker 

 Northumbria Blood Bikes – Stephen Winn  

Stephen gave us both a fascinating and interesting account of the formation and history 

of “Blood Bikes“. It was quite a shock to learn that the local NHS operate blood transport 

from 8am to 5pm on Mondays to Fridays and Out of Hours service is provided by 

volunteers. 

 The NBB was formed in 2009 as an Association and it attained formal recognition in 

2014. Their achievements have been quite outstanding, resulting in them securing the 

Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service in 2017. Transport of blood-- and other fluids 

(including breast milk), are transported by bike or car. Volunteers are trained in advanced 

driving skills which are vetted every 3 years by Police testing.  

mailto:southdurhamu3a@gmail.com
mailto:Carolboydu3a@gmail.com


Any items for the newsletter or website should be sent to southdurhamu3a@gmail.com  
Items for the next newsletter should arrive by the last day of the month. 

Currently NBB has 450 members, 120 bikers and 65 co-ordinators as well as fundraisers. Today’s fleet has 11 bikes, 

6 cars and 1 exhibition trailer. They operate 365 days per year from 7pm to 7am and cover Public Holidays. Running 

costs are £6000 per annum, half of this being for fuel. The relationship between the NHS and the Bikers has been 

effective and productive with cars now being housed alongside Ambulances or at local Fire Stations. Publicity and 

networking has secured excellent local radio and television promotion for the organisation.  

Every call out is logged and recorded by central Controllers who also have access to satellite navigation enabling a 

speedy call out being allocated to the nearest volunteer. Any usage of Blue Light driving must be agreed by the Police. 

However no speeding or crossing of red lights is permitted. Only cold weather conditions can have an adverse effect 

on operations as blood thickens in temperatures below 3C making it unusable.  

The operation is not solely restricted to Northumbria as long distance relays are in force - Edinburgh to London not 

being uncommon in a dire emergency. The Blood on Board scheme was launched in 2015 enabling the Air 

Ambulance service to transport blood on behalf of the Bikers. This is more common in daylight hours when road traffic 

is heavier. Blood donors are accepted up to the age of 65 provided they meet the criteria. Current blood donors may 

continue past the age of 65, again provided they meet the criteria. We must say a huge thank you to NBB for the 

sterling work they undertake with dedication and commitment. Stephen kept us engrossed by his talk and also 

educated us in life saving matters, some of which we were unaware. Thank you Stephen!       Rosina Rowley 

 
CURRENT AFFAIRS  25th JUNE 

This lively group met as usual on the last Tuesday of the month with a long list of topics for discussion. They attacked 
the list with vigour and humour as is their custom. Opinions vary from left of The Kremlin to right of Genghis Khan … it 
is always lively but also good humoured!! 

The question of the cyclist who hit a jay-walker on her phone and was sued raised the broader issue of cyclists having 
insurance as well as the issue of “crowd-funding” – an issue for the future without a doubt. The former concern 
extended to mobility scooters; to bells and klaxons and to children riding on the latter.  Maybe we will feel differently 
when we are terrifying Darlington on mobility scooters but we felt these were all issues that a government or council 
should be addressing. 

Similarly the matter of the Climate Change red-dress protester man-handled by an MP, now suspended, as she 
approached the Chancellor at The Mansion House Dinner, caused sharp debate but, we wondered, would it have 
attracted so much media attention had it been a male protester? You may have ideas on this. 

We agreed on our overall dislike of the Speaker, John Bercow but the question of royal and ministerial expenses 
caused the usual divide!!! Some topics are guaranteed to provoke the liveliest debate!!!! 

We briefly discussed the listeria outbreak and artificial intelligence before we reached 3.00; our designated “Boris –
Time”. The pros and cons of both candidates for the leadership of the Tory Party and role of PM were scrutinised … 
very fairly really. For the long secondary shortlist of candidates the vote was Jeremy Hunt 3.5; Rory Stewart 2.5; 1 
each for Gove, Raab and Boris [!] and 0 for Javid. I leave it to members to decide the implications that lie behind this 
result. We are as divided as the nation and one was particularly indecisive with a split vote!  Kathy Clulee 

 
Garden Visits Group - Thornton Hall Gardens 

On Wednesday 19th June a small group of U3A visited the gardens at Thornton Hall which is just outside of Darlington 
on the right side of Staindrop Road.  

Once again our day started with drizzling rain but soon the sun was shining brightly.  Most of our ladies had visited 
many times before but, it was my first time to the 16th century walled gardens which have been described as having 
‘stunning colour combinations with unusual perennials that are quite unique and very inspirational’. 

On arriving at the entrance to the stunning Manor House, there is a circular pond with waterfall and bordered garden. 
Lots of plants were for sale to visitors.  We followed the path and stepped onto a red carpet which leads visitors 
through an arch and into the gardens.  What a joy it was, to see such manicured lawns and edges, the beautiful array 
of flowers, bushes and trees some of which I’d not seen before.  One wall was covered in the most divine roses, their 
scent permeating the air around.  We spent quite a long time meandering, discovering and enjoying the fine vista 
before us, the time spent in the gardens was so relaxing and very enjoyable. 
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We all joined together outside for lunch which provided an opportunity to discuss the wonderful gardens and 
plants.  Before leaving we made our way back through the gardens and out by way of the red carpet to buy some 
lovely plants (I’m waiting impatiently for my plants to bloom, so excited)!    Kathy Liddle 

INTERMEDIATE WALKING on 3rd June 

It was Suzuki Ignis day as two of them, containing five 
walkers, parked up on the A689 near Wynyard for the 
Castle Eden walkway.  The sun shone and the wind 
blew but the hedges on either side of the old railway 
line kept us sheltered.  Birds and wild flowers galore 
kept us company as well as cyclists and dog-walkers – 
obviously a popular route. Being a defunct railway line, 
the way was pretty straight and level, as well as being 
solid underfoot.  After 3 miles or so the hedges opened 
up to reveal Hurworth Burn Reservoir on either side of 
the path. A little further on, picnic seating and an 
information board were our reasons for a lunch stop, 
but the wind almost blew our sandwiches away.  We 
watched scores of geese (Greylag and Canada) lift off 
the water from time to time to settle amongst the cattle in the farther field.  Our return by the same route gave different 
views and also a wandering hedgehog. Should it have been out in the daytime?  Seven miles in all but a very 
enjoyable walk. Thank you, Dave.   Muriel Jones 

 
Intermediate Walking Group 17th June Easington and Hawthorne Dene 

It was quite a bright morning as eight people set off from Easington following the route of the previous day’s East Durham 
Half Marathon.  Some of the paths were muddy as a result of the previous week’s rain but they caused no real problems 
for us as we made our way towards the coast.  The birds were singing and our leader, being a natural history enthusiast, 

was happy to identify the birds 
as well as the numerous 
flowers and butterflies which 
we frequently stopped to 
admire.   

We diverted from the 
main path to descend a flight of 
steps into Hawthorn Dene and 
then ascend more steps on the 
other side of the valley, after 
which we followed the path to a 
wildflower meadow where, 
among the many flowers, we 
found some bee orchids, much to our delight.  

Having retraced our steps to the main path, we followed this to the coast where 
we joined the coastal path and headed south, eventually stopping at two 
convenient benches for our lunch break.  We then continued further along the 
coastal path before turning inland for the return to Easington.  

Having retrieved our cars, we headed for the nearby garden centre for coffee and 
cake, a fitting end to a very nice walk.  Thank you Muriel for leading the walk and 
for providing so much interesting information.  Pauline Noble 

 
LOCAL HISTORY  18th June North Road Railway Station  

Sarah Gouldsborough is the Learning Officer at the museum and she took us through the history of North Road 
Station which is situated on the route of the Stockton & Darlington Railway (opened in 1825).  Initially there was no 
station in Darlington but a three storey warehouse (at the point where the rail track crossed the Great North Road) 
provided a platform where passengers could gain access to the train.  That building is long since demolished.    

The first building completed alongside the railway was a Goods Shed which was followed by offices for the Goods 
Agents.  The Station itself opened in 1842 and subsequently Carriage Works were built and Lime Cells (for limestone). 
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The initial station building was single storey and contained a ticket office and waiting room, but this was subsequently 
extended to include Gentlemen’s Toilets (in 1850) further waiting rooms, parcel and goods offices.   

In 1876 a top storey was added to the building, accessed by a spiral staircase and used by the telegraph service, 
engineers and electricians.  Refreshment rooms were situated to the left of the building (as trains had no services, so 
passengers would alight for refreshment when the train stopped for a short time).  These rooms included living 
accommodation and Census records showed us who used to live there. In 1861 there were two families living at the 
station; Thomas Ratcliffe, a Railway Porter, and his family and Charles Mildred, a Railway Traffic Inspector, and his 
family.  In addition to these families Elizabeth Sanderson, a Confectioner, was living in the Railway Refreshment 
Rooms.  It is believed people lived at the station into the 20th century.   

 Sarah introduced us to Robert Gale the 
first Stationmaster with a “cheery and 
stentorian voice, which ofttimes caused 
sluggish passengers to hurry up”.  There 
are stories about a ghost which always 
fascinates the schoolchildren who visit.  
The museum has 40,000 visitors a year 
with nearly half of them from the local 
area.   

The line became much quieter in 1960s 
and the station declined with much of the 
building being mothballed.  It was opened 
as a museum in 1976 and has 

subsequently been refurbished in 2008.  Funds are now available for a major overhaul and redevelopment of the 
museum, rail track and site in preparation for the bi centennial celebrations in 2025.    

Sarah’s talk was most interesting and revived memories for some of our members who caught trains to Redcar or 
Saltburn from that station when they were children going on day trips to the seaside.  As a group we agreed that we 
would now like to visit the Station for Sarah to guide us around the site and look at how the buildings are now used.  
Ruth Beckett 

LOCAL HISTORY VISIT TO ROKEBY on 10th June   

On Monday 10 June, a small group enjoyed a further visit to the marvellous Rokeby Park. Once again our Guide, 
Tony Wood, provided us with a tour of the Palladian style country house still owned by the Morritt family. 
 
Those members who had not been inside the House before were fascinated by the many pieces of furniture and 
ceramics collected by the original owner, Sir Thomas Robinson on his Grand Tour of Europe, as well as the many 
works of art on display. 
 
Of particular interest to the Group was the quite unique collection of needlework pictures produced by Anne Morritt, 
sister of J S Morritt. On first glance the exhibition appears to be an art collection, however on closer inspection it can 
be seen that the works are not paintings but needlework. 
 
On this visit we were fortunate with the weather and we were able to venture down to the riverside and see the most 
beautiful gorge. A map of the area is available at the reception desk highlighting various places of interest within the 
grounds. 
 
For those members who have not managed to enjoy a guided tour, the House is currently open from 2 o clock on a 
Monday & Tuesday and you may wander around freely, leaflets will be available at the next Monthly Meeting showing 
contact details to enable Members to make their own arrangements to visit the House and Grounds.  Debbie Hardy 
 

LOCAL HISTORY VISIT TO QUAKER BURIAL GROUND on 25th June 

On a very wet Tuesday afternoon Gail Bishop led a large group of 16 members around the Quaker Burial Ground 
highlighting several of the women who had made a significant contribution to society.  Gail began by explaining the 
origins of the Quaker faith (during the English Civil War), how their Meetings are conducted (with no formal structure) 
and how they live their lives.  She spoke from personal experience and was very informative.   

Within the Burial Ground there are about 1000 graves, but only those from the 1870s are identified by upstanding 
headstones.  Previous burials were unmarked or simply had a flat stone laid on the earth, and these are now laid at 
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the sides of the area, and not visible due to the greenery. The raised gravestones, all the 
same size and shape are lined up running east to west across the ground. I was intrigued 
to note that the dates of death were written as “5th Month 30th 1881”.  The months were not 
named and I’d be interested to know why. There are no longer any burials within this area 
today 

 With her focus on the main Quaker families Gail talked about many of the Pease, 
Backhouse and Gurney women whose headstones we saw – and listed their philanthropic 
achievements whether the education of girls, establishing schools, orphanages and 
almshouses, campaigning for prison reform and peace.  These Quaker families were very 
forward thinking for their time and the prominent roles of their wives and daughters should 
not be forgotten.  Thank you Gail for a very interesting walk in very damp conditions!  Ruth 
Beckett 

 

 

MUSIC FOR PLEASURE 18th June  

This was "Margaret's Choice" titled "Songs and Singers from Leider to Leonard Cohen".  In fact we were treat to a 
wonderful selection of vocal music including Leider (German language songs) including Schubert, Mahler and Hugo 
Wolf, mostly very old recording, some re-mastered from vinyl, but still very good quality sound.  

We then went to Opera with Straus, and Phillip Glass followed by Songs including Britten's War Requiem, Joseph 
Cantaloupe songs of the Auvergne, Gershwin, Summertime, Leonard Cohen Hallelujah and finishing with Simon and 
Garfunkel's Bridge over Troubled waters.  
Each item was introduced and explained my Margaret which gave us an insight to the music but also to Margaret's 
rich life history.  Barry Garnett 

 
READING GROUP 2   The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper  Author Phaedra Patrick 

Arthur Pepper has been married to Miriam for over 40 years, however when she dies and leaves him a widower at the 
age of 69 he stops living and merely exists, following the same routine every day for a year and avoiding answering 
the door to visitors. 
 
However, on the anniversary of the death of his wife, he begins the task of sorting through her belongings. Inside one 
of her shoes he discovers a gold charm bracelet with eight charms attached to it, an elephant, a flower, a book, a paint 
palette, a tiger, a thimble, a heart, and a ring. Arthur cannot remember seeing the bracelet before, and believes each 
charm tells it own story (which they do) and on discovering a phone number from India on the elephant he decides to 
investigate further. 
 
This leads Arthur to a surprising adventure with the charms all telling their own tale about Miriam in different parts of 
the world. He travels around the world discovering more about his wife's secret life before they met.   Whilst on his 
journey Arthur becomes closer to his neighbour and her son, his own children and the many people he meets on his 
travels, this leads him to find hope at the end of his period of bereavement, and try to move forward accordingly.  
 
There were mixed feelings about the book, some felt it 
contained very little substance was unnatural and certain 
events quite unbelievable, while some appreciated it 
provided a lighthearted read not to be taken too 
seriously. Debbie Hardy 

  
 
SOUTH DURHAM U3A VISIT TO TEMPLE NEWSAM 
12TH JUNE 2019 

20 members set off from Cockerton in dreadful weather 
to visit Temple Newsam house, gardens & rare breeds 
farm, 4 miles east of Leeds. The weather brightened 
when we arrived & thankfully, the rain kept off for the rest 
of the visit. 
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Temple Newsam is a large estate whose origins date back to the 11th Century – it was mentioned in the Domesday 
Book. It has been owned by the Knights Templar & Sir Philip Darcy but after his execution in 1537 the property was 
seized by the Crown. The current house was built between 1500-1520 & has often been called the “Hampton Court of 
the North”. 

Henry the Eighth gifted it to his niece & her husband, the Earl & Countess of Lennox & their son, Lord Darnley who 
later married Mary Queen of Scots, was born in the house. 

In 1622 the estate was bought for £12,000 by Sir Arthur Ingram – later descendants were created Viscount Irvine & it 
stayed in the Irvine family until 1922 when Edward Wood, 1st Earl of Halifax, sold the whole estate to Leeds City 
Council for £35,000 – just under £2 million in today's money. A lot of the furniture had been sold off prior to the sale & 
since then the Council has recovered many items over the years – some from French auction houses. 

Debbie, our tour guide, was very informative & entertaining & she 
described Temple Newsam House as the most expensive council 
house in the UK. 

The house is currently the home of the Chippendale Society & as 
such, houses a large collection of Chippendale works on permanent 
loan. 

The gardens were originally landscaped by Capability Brown & the 
Home Farm is the largest working rare breeds farm in Europe (see 
the photo of a Toulouse Goose). 

The house is a popular location often used in films & television 
programmes – it doubles as Osborne House in “Victoria”. 

Other events which are held on the Estate range from Dog Shows, 
Steam Fairs, Pop & Rock concerts & festivals & the grade 1 listed 

Tudor-Jacobean House is a popular venue for weddings.  There is a good souvenir shop & an excellent cafe & all the 
staff were extremely helpful. 

We all agreed that we had a very enjoyable day & that it was an excellent place to visit. The gardens are vast & it was 
impossible to do them justice so it may be worth consideration for the Garden Visit group. 

Thanks to Enterprise Coaches for our safe & comfortable transport, Sue Clark for sharing some photos & Carol Boyd 
for organising the visit.  Stella Barnes  

 

REGULAR GROUPS  
 
BOULES 
Boules will be held on 1st & 3rd Wednesday afternoons at Hurworth Grange.  More players needed – no experience 
needed.   Contact Sue Clark 
 
CANASTA 
We meet at the Travellers Rest at 1:45 on 1st & 3rd Thursdays each month. We have more room here and new 
members are very welcome.  Contact Margaret 
 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday July 23rd {NOT 30th} at Kathy’s - (20 Hillside Road. 01325 462020)   . 

DESIGN APPRECIATION 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 25th July at Clive’s when Felix will be presenting “50 shapes of ‘a’” at 2pm. 
The August subject will be notified later but the meeting date is the 22nd August. 
Contact: Clive Reeves 

 

DISCOVERERS  
Friday July 26th we are visiting Middleham Racing Stables by mini bus. THIS TRIP IS NOW FULL.  
We are leaving Cockerton Car Park at 8am to start our visit at 9am in Middleham. Cost tour £5 per person and mini 
bus £7-50 total £12-50 payable by cheque made to South Durham U3A at July’s meeting or by post to Mrs C Boyd, 
37, Lowther Drive, Woodham, Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4UL.  
Visit consists of visit to stables at 9am; then to gallops; coffee stop at Forbidden Corner; back to stables.  
Visit finishes at 11-30am. Lunch will be at Tennant’s Auction House café then we will leave for home.  Contact Carol  
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GARDENING VISITS 
Next trip to Crook Hall on 24th July.   Contact: Kathy Liddle 

GARDENING – TALKING GROUP   Our group is growing which is a good sign.  We’re visiting each other’s houses 
and discussing all things gardening.  Contact Ruth to join us – more members welcome.   

HILLWALKING 
The next hill walk will be on Friday 19th July. Walking from Buckden up to Buckden Pike and back. 
Please meet at Linden Avenue, (Coniscliffe Road end) at 9.30 prompt 
Susan Storey- T 252713   Liz T 359921 
 
 
INTERMEDIATE WALKING 
As before we have had no offers to lead the next 2 walks as yet but the dates are Monday 15th July & Monday 5th 
August. Meet as normal at Cockerton Car park behind the shops to leave at 10.00 sharp.  Contact Dave  

 
 

LOCAL HISTORY 
On 12 July we have a return visit to Elm Ridge Church, meeting in the grounds at 10 o clock for tour at 10 30. 
 
We have our usual Meeting at Bradbury House on Tuesday 16th July. We have our very own Ruth Beckett telling the 
extraordinary story of the life of Gertrude Bell, (from our local area) writer, archaeologist and political 
officer responsible for establishing modern Iraq.  
 
On Thursday 8th August we also have a return visit to Queen Elizabeth Grammar School in Vane Terrace. Once 
again Linda Chadd will be providing us with a guided tour. Please meet outside at 10 o clock.  

 
MAH JONG  We meet in members’ homes on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 2.00pm.  
Contact Adrienne  
 
MEN’S FOCUSED TRIPS 
After the successful trip to Cockermouth I am now looking for ideas for places for us men folk to go -  but this does not 
rule out the girls that would like to go too!!  Contact Dave Boyd 
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION  

This will again be at 37 Garthorne Avenue on 16th July when we shall be viewing a recording of the Holst and 

Vaughan Williams story of a lifelong friendship which gave birth to the "English Sound" at a time when most classical 

music was inspired by Germanic and or Religious themes. 

Commencing 10:00 until about noon. 

PLAY READING  
We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month (16th July) Contact Muriel  
 
READING GROUP 1 
August 14th outing to Binchester. Meet at Gail’s to car share around 10am. 
Guided tour at 10.30. With Mr Henderson. Admission £4 with a £10 fee for the group as a whole. 
Lunch booked for 12 people at Thomas Wright House at 12.30. 
Numbers to Ann by August 7th. 
 
READING GROUP 2   
We look forward to meeting on Monday 29th July at 1 30, 46 Westfield Drive to discuss our next Book choice.  
Wide Sargasso Sea, by Jean Rhys. 
We now have a nice sized Group, only a few spaces, please let me know if you would wish to join us. Debbie 482165 
 
RUMMIKUB 
The Rummikub group meets 10.00-12.00 on the first and third Friday of every month 
Contact Kathy on 462020 for Friday 20th July  
Contact Liz on 359921 for Friday 2nd August   
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Group Contacts 

Boules    Sue  07811 129179 
Canasta   Margaret 485403 
Current Affairs   Kathy  462020 
Design Appreciation  Clive  358247 
Discoverers   Carol  496153 
Gardening    Ruth   252054 
Garden Visits    Kathy   484208 
Hill Walking   Susan   252713    &  Liz 359921 
Intermediate Walking  Dave  496153 
Local History   Debbie  482165 
Mah-Jong   Adrienne 482386 
Music for Pleasure  Pat & Barry 482391 
Play Reading   Muriel  486129 
Reading Group 1  Ann  356847 
Reading Group 2  Debbie  482165 
Rummikub   Liz  359921  & Kathy 462020 
 

 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

THEATRE TRIP TO THE LAKES: 30th August 

• There has been a very good response to this visit with a few seats remaining. 

• If you have not paid for the theatre, it is important that you do so at our July meeting. As I am now clearer as 
to final numbers, I will also be collecting your coach fare at the July and August meetings.  Cheques made out 
to South Durham U3A are preferable. 

• I am sure we will all enjoy this event as much as we have done on the previous three occasions. With all best 
wishes Joan Sadler 01325 358247    07526526227      john.sadler520@ntlworld.com 

 
SUMMER TRIPS – contact Carol 496153 

• Wednesday July 10th we are off to Whitby. Coach leaving Cockerton from Cockerton Club at 10am. Fingers 
crossed for a fine day.  

• Visit to YORKSHIRE SCULPTURE PARK: Wednesday 4th September.  £13-50 per person payable next 
meeting or no later than August.    Cheques made payable to South Durham U3A or send to Mrs C Boyd, 
37,Lowther Drive Woodham Newton Aycliffe DL5 4UL. 

 

DERBYSHIRE TRIP 

We shall shortly be making the final payments for the coach, hotel and tours included in our trip to Derbyshire so the 
monthly meeting on 9 July is the last chance to book and/or pay for the trip. 

For the benefit of new members and anyone else who may be interested in joining us, a brief itinerary is as follows:- 

On 13th September, we shall travel to the Derwent Valley in the beautiful Peak District for a tour of Arkwright’s Mill, 
including a demonstration of the original machinery.  After lunch, we shall have a canal boat trip on the Cromford Canal.  
The second day will be spent at the National Memorial Arboretum, including a trip on the land train and, on the third and 
final day, we shall visit Chatsworth House and Gardens before setting off, in mid-afternoon, on our homeward journey. 

We currently have three places left for our weekend away, which includes accommodation for two nights on a bed, 
breakfast and evening meal basis, at the 4 star Derby Midland Hotel. We have a double room and a single available.  The 
cost is £210 per person.  A small single room supplement will also be payable where appropriate. 

I shall be in the annexe, at the meeting on 9 July, to collect payments and I shall have information about the hotel and 
the venues.  If, in the meantime, you have any queries or would like any further information, please contact me on 07902 
697508   Pauline Noble 
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YORK BUNKER TRIP, MONDAY SEPTEMBER 23rd 

I have now thrown open this trip to non-branch members. At the time of writing there are 3 coach seats left for the 
bunker and five for the city only. Ring me on 01325 268285 if interested or pay a non-returnable £10 deposit to Rosina 
who will stand in for me at the July meeting. Full balance for bunker visitors will be payable at the August meeting. 
LINDA CHADD 

 

Next Monthly Meeting -   Tuesday 13th August  
Friends against Scams  

A National initiative to protect and prevent people from becoming victims of scams 

 

Odds and ends 

The Vue Cinema in Darlington is now offering a ‘senior’ film showing on Thursdays at 1pm.  For a reduced entrance 

price you also get a hot drink and fancy biscuits!!  Different film each week – worth keeping your eyes peeled.  

Offer of 12 copies of ‘The Oldie’ magazine for £12 plus a free book – see the NorthumbriaU3A website:  

https://u3asites.org.uk/northumbria/page/57751 

 

 

 

Images from the visit to Temple Newsam 
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