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This Month’s Meeting – Tuesday 14th January   

Teesdale/Weardale Mountain Rescue  

Chair’s Message 

Happy New Year to all our members.  As you arrive for the first meeting of 2020 you 
will find a leaflet on your seat. We ask you to take it with you and pass on - to display 
at doctors’ surgery, dentist, takeaway or anywhere you think there may be people 
interested in joining U3A.  Or simply pass on to a friend who you think may be 
interested.   
 
One of the aims of National U3A in 2020 is to increase membership.  They want us 
to try and work together with other organizations. Lions, Rotary, WI's, Fellowships, 
Age UK and any other organizations. We must have members who are other group 
members so let’s see if we can achieve this by sharing ideas, speakers, we may be 
able to give you time to tells us about your organization.  
The big push will be Wednesday June 3rd which is going to be National U3A 
Learn, Laugh, Live day. They would like every U3A to be out and about promoting 
ourselves. Ideas include Flash Dancing, forming a choir, showing what groups do, 
picking up litter. There are going to be T-shirts & sweatshirts available to purchase. 
These activities can take part in shopping centres, streets, or indoors.  We need to 
come up with an idea to promote ourselves somewhere in Darlington/Cockerton.  
 

National U3A has decided to remove the reference to ‘University’ from its logo – as 
apparently this puts many people off.  So now the logo has the words Learn, Laugh and 
Live under U3A.   
 
 

 
The Northumbria Regional U3A are holding their quarterly meeting at the Freemasons Hall Darlington on 29th 
January (usually held in Durham or Stannington). Would any member like to come along and see what the Regional 
group do? We need names (to Carol or Debbie) by 22nd January – it costs £2 entry plus £7 lunch.   
2020 is a big year for the Region as it is 25 years old and there is going to be a celebration in Newcastle. In addition, 
on July 18th, 2020 for 4 days, there is to be a Summer School at Northumbria University - cost is approximately £240 
for ensuite room, meals, entertainment. There will be day places available for workshops. We are waiting for final 
details on both these events so watch this space (or refer to Northumbria U3A website). 
 
On a more local level if you would be willing to give the vote of thanks or prepare a short write up on our speaker 
please contact me. Carol Boyd – Carolboydu3a@gmail.com 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH – 13TH DECEMBER 2019 

Having had my first Christmas lunch last year with U3A, I was really looking forward to this year’s, again held at the 
Masonic Hall, Darlington.   
I was not disappointed. The table settings were wonderful with our individual name place cards and details of the 3 
course meal ordered (one tends to forget when ordering in advance of the day, so was very helpful). Everybody 
seemed to be in high spirits and enjoying their meal and of course the good company. The service was again first 
class from the waitresses who were able to cater to most people’s needs. 
Following our delightful meal, we were then entertained by George Hardy, who did not let us down.  He played some 
great music which allowed us to once again have a dance, and work our meal off!  Thank you so much George for 
your effort in putting this all together. 
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During the course of the meal, Carol confirmed that Judith and Barbara were no longer continuing to organise the 
Christmas lunch and was looking to volunteers.  Without hesitation, Sue Clark came forward to take the lead for 
the next 2020 Christmas lunch. She will be looking for assistants! 
Once again, a big thank you to both Judith and Barbara for another great Christmas lunch/party, as they have been 
very thorough in their organisation of this event over the last 2 years.  Margaret Blaser 
 

     
 

    
 

Christmas Lunch.  
Big thanks to Sue Clarke who stepped forward to organize the 2020 Christmas Lunch as long it was at the same 
time and same place as this year.  We asked those present and it was a big yes!  
So, its booked for Friday December 11th, 2020 at the Masonic Hall again.   Carol Boyd   

 

LAST MONTH’S SPEAKER 
 

 

On 10th December the Hall was 

brightly decorated with lights, 

baubles and a Christmas tree 

and there were a few members 

sporting Christmas hats, 

glasses, headgear and festive 

jumpers. We were treated to 

seasonal cakes, stollen & 

biscuits to accompany our tea 

and coffee before we sat down 

to be entertained by Geoff 

Hughes who put us firmly in the 

Christmas mood.   
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This was Geoff’s second visit to our group and the Geordie singer entertained us with songs, stories, poems and jokes 

interspersed between the Christmas songs.   

We all sang enthusiastically supported by his karaoke machine.  The hour passed very quickly indeed and as we 

clutched out songsheets and sang along to Little Donkey, Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer and other Christmas 

standards!  Geoff is an accomplished performer who moved seamlessly through his planned entertainment which we 

all thoroughly enjoyed and he certainly would have silenced anybody who may have arrived with a ‘Bah Humbug’ 

attitude.  Ruth Beckett  

REPORTS FROM GROUPS  

 
CURRENT AFFAIRS  
On 17th December, there were 8 members present and as it was Christmas, mince pies were served. We discussed 

the results of the recent general election and seemed to be in agreement why the result had been so decisive. We 

discussed climate change, implications of having to produce more electricity for electric cars and the effect on the 

planet. The destruction caused by forest fires in Australia and its connection to global warming. The recent climate 

change world meeting in Madrid and whether global powers will do more to tackle the issues of climate change.  

The issue of the genocide of Muslims in Myanmar and whether we thought that their leader was in fact not being 

truthful to The Hague through fear of what the military could do. This led to discussion about the changing role of 

women in the world, how it has taken centuries to develop to its current level and whether if there were more women 

leaders in the world, would there be less conflict, inconclusive given past women leaders in history.  

On a lighter note we finished the meeting discussing the commercialism of Christmas and what was the meaning of 

Christmas to us personally. Happy new year to all U3A members. Gill Turnbull  

 
DAVE BOYD’S INTEREST GROUP 
On 21st December a group of members (6 gents, 1 lady) met at the old Hopetown Carriage Work to see what goes on 

inside. The building is today occupied by two groups: A1 Steam Locomotive Trust, who are now building the Prince of 

Wales – a new steam locomotive to follow their success with the Tornado and the North Eastern Locomotive 

Preservation Group (NELPG) who carry out overhauls of Darlington built locomotives. Both workshops are open to the 

public on the 3rd Saturday of each month with knowledgeable volunteers on hand to explain what is being done and 

show you around.   

The size and scale of the new Prince of Wales locomotive is particularly impressive and more than one member of the 

group likened it to a huge Meccano set, especially as the massive pieces of steel are all held together with nuts and 

bolts. 

Both workshops are very well equipped with racks of spanners, hammers and files as well as the lathes and pillar drills 

and they both operate in a slightly comforting aroma of oil and grease. Progress on the engine will continue for at least 

another couple of years, with one of the final and most important parts, the boiler, scheduled for delivery in 2021. We 

will all follow progress with interest and will return at regular intervals to see this.  Kevin Beckett 
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INTERMEDIATE WALKING 2 December 2019  
It was a small group, which set off from Cockerton Car Park, total 

of eight pairs of boots.  The destination, Tees Barrage. 

We were very fortunate with the weather, after nearly three 

weeks of rain, it was fine and a blue sky.  Wonderful.  Basically, 

the walk was from the Barrage up to Newport Bridge, which we 

crossed and along to Infinity Bridge and returning on the other 

side of the bank.  We finished the walk with a visit to the Oasis 

Café, which was very nice.  All in all, a very pleasant way to 

spend a Monday.  Chris and Eileen Miller 

 

 

Intermediate Walk Monday, 16 December 2019 
Just to keep everyone on his or her toes we met for this walk at Elm Ridge instead of Cockerton Car Park.  The 
reason being we were walking to Piecerbridge, well really the walk was to Sam Turners.   
The walk was beside the road, but no one appeared to be deterred, as it was a very bright, dry winter’s day.   Several 
walkers joined us en-route and we arrived at Sam Turners at approximately 12 Noon.  Other walkers joined us there, 
who were not available to do the walk for various reasons so it turned out a very festive occasion.  The return journey 
either was by public transport or walking, but people that had just joined us for coffee kindly offered lifts to various 
walkers. 
So, Chris and I wish all past, present and future walkers Happy Walking in 2020.  Chris and Eileen Miller 
 
LOCAL HISTORY 
In December we met for Coffee at Phixx, Skinnergate.  We looked at suggestions for the future and planned some of 

our events for the year. Debbie Hardy 

LUNCH GROUP  
After our December meeting 14 of us went along to the Mowden for lunch. Very nice meals were enjoyed by everyone 
in a relaxed atmosphere with chat and laughter. It is nice to see this group growing so come along and join us after 
each monthly meeting.   Carol Boyd 
 
RUMMIKUB  
Six people found time from Christmas preparations to play Rummikub on 20th December. Hosts for the game on 
3rd Friday of each month are required if it is to continue then.  First Fridays will continue at Liz's house. Liz Kay 

 

FUTURE PLANS FOR ALL GROUPS  
 
BOULES   Boules is now on a break until next spring.   
 
CANASTA (1st & 3rd Thursday @ 1.45pm)  
We meet at the Travellers Rest at 1:45 twice a month. We have more room here and new members are very 
welcome.  Contact Margaret 
 
CURRENT AFFAIRS (4th Tuesday of the month)  
Next meeting on 28th January.  Contact Gill for more details.  
 
DAVE BOYD’S INTEREST GROUP 
A day out to Newcastle Victoria Tunnel. A provisional booking has been made for a tour on Thursday 7th May at 

13.30. If you are interested there will be a sign-up sheet at the January meeting. We need 15 people and cost will be 

£9 per person.  Dave Boyd 

DESIGN APPRECIATION (4th Thursday of the month @ 2pm) 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 23rd January, 2pm at Elton Parade, when we shall discuss the programme for 

this coming year, and have suitable New Year refreshments. Clive.   
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DISCOVERERS (last Friday of the month)  
Friday 31st January our trip is to Spennymoor to walk the Norman Cornish Trail and visit the museum. This of course 
is weather permitting. Meet Cockerton Car Park to car share leaving at 10am.  
All Discoverers visits for 2020 are available on our website. If you wish to join a visit and know you will not be at 

meeting to sign up contact: carolboydu3a@gmail.com,  01325496153, 07790584120. 

GARDENING & GARDENING VISITS  
A garden visit is planned for Wednesday 19th February to Kiplin Hall for the snowdrop walk. The house will not be 
open then. Contact Kathy Liddle for details or look for sign up sheet at the next meeting.   
 
HILLWALKING (3rd Friday of the month @ 9.30) 
The next hill walk is a circular walk, Lartington to Cotherstone on Friday 17th January. Approx 7 miles. Dependent on 

weather, there will be a fruit stop plus packed lunch stop.  Please meet at Linden Avenue, Coniscliffe Road end at 

9.30. Susan: 252713 

INTERMEDIATE WALKING (1st & 3rd Monday of the month @ 10am)  
For details of walks contact Chris & Eileen.  
Intermediate walking meal out is Tuesday 11th February at the Mowden pub. Menu to follow as soon as I receive it.  
Dave Boyd 
 
LOCAL HISTORY (3rd Tuesday of the month @ 10.30) 
On Tuesday 21st January we will meet at lunchtime for our annual meal at Al Forno’s, Skinnergate. Menus available 

on the Al Forno website or at 14th January meeting.  Menu choices together with a £5 deposit will be required.  

Debbie: 482165 dahardy@hotmail.co.uk 

LUNCH GROUP (2nd Tuesday of the month @ 12.30) 
Tuesday the 14th January after the general meeting at the Baydale Beck. I shall not be available for a February 

lunch, but would be happy for someone else to arrange a venue.  Dave. Goggledaveboyd1954@gmail.com 

MAH JONG (2nd & 4th Monday of the month @ 2pm) 
We meet in members’ homes on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 2.00pm.  
Contact Adrienne  
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION (3rd Tuesday of the month at 10am)  
First meeting of 2020 will be on Tuesday 21st January at 10.00am when we shall be "In Search of Chopin" – Who 

was he and how did he rise to such giddy heights? This will be at the usual address in Garthorne Avenue. 

PLAYREADING (3rd Tuesday of the month) 
Tuesday 21st January at Isabel’s at 2pm 
 
POETRY GROUP 
This group will begin shortly with Gill Drummond taking the lead. 
 
READING GROUP 1 (2nd Wednesday of the month pm)  
February book will be Becoming by Michelle Obama for our meeting on Wednesday 12th Feb.  
 
READING GROUP 2 (4th Monday of the month pm)  
We will meet on Monday 26th January to review our current book, Shirley, by Charlotte Bronte, Cockerton Library is 
still holding a copy of the book if anyone else is interested, however it is quite a lengthy novel!! 
 
RUMMIKUB (1st & 3rd Friday of the month @ 10am)  
First Fridays will continue at Liz's house (7th February, 6th March, 3rd April, 8th May). If 3rd Friday of each month is to 
continue we need volunteers to host it.  

STROLLERS (2nd Monday of the month @ 10am)  
For details of the next walk contact Brenda.    
 
THEATRE VISIT   SUNDERLAND EMPIRE 
I would like to start by wishing everyone a happy and peaceful New Year.  
We have a full bus going to The Sunderland Empire on Wednesday 29th January to see a matinee of Cabaret. The 
bus will leave Cockerton as usual at 10am, which will give ample time for coffee, lunch or shopping as you wish. The 
show starts at 2.30 pm.  
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There are some theatre goers who have yet to pay their coach fare I.e. £8.50 each and I will be collecting remaining 
fares at the January meeting.  I anticipate that this will be another good theatre trip and I look forward to seeing my 
fellow theatre goers.  All best wishes Joan Sadler 01335 358247 John.sadler520@ntlworld.com 07526526227 

 

Group Contacts 

Boules    Sue  07811 129179 
Canasta   Margaret 485403 
Current Affairs   Gill    07812 448094 
Dave Boyd’s Group   Dave   496153 
Design Appreciation  Clive  358247 
Discoverers   Carol  496153 
Gardening    Ruth   252054 
Garden Visits    Kathy   484208 
Hill Walking   Susan   252713 & Liz 359921 
Intermediate Walking  Chris & Eileen 720697 
Local History   Debbie  482165 
Lunch Group   Dave   496153 
Mah-Jong   Adrienne 482386 
Music for Pleasure  Pat & Barry 482391 
Play Reading   Muriel  486129 
Poetry    Gill Drummond 320182 
Reading Group 1  Ann  356847 
Reading Group 2  Debbie  482165 
Rummikub   Liz  359921  
Strollers    Brenda  496039 
Theatre    Joan   35824 

 

 

Next Monthly Meeting - Tuesday 11th February  

 Altogether Archaeology – Tony Metcalfe  
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