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South Durham U3A 

Active in Darlington, Cockerton and surrounding areas 

http://www.sdurhamu3a.org.uk/ 

Monthly Newsletter – August 2019 – No 202 

This Month’s Meeting – Tuesday 13
th

 August: “Friends against Scams” 

Chair’s Message 

Welcome to our August newsletter. Our second summer outing, on 10th July to Whitby, was another success, 

travelling in the rain which stopped as we approached the coast. Our members enjoyed a day doing a variety of 

activities – visiting the Endeavour which is now berthed in Whitby, climbing the 199 steps but I suspect most enjoyed 

fish and chips at some point! Our journey home was in brilliant sunshine.  

As it is renewal time again, your committee have had to take the decision to increase our yearly membership fee to 

£17 (from £15) to cover a steady increase in the costs we incur in running the U3A. We have not had a price increase 

for a number of years and are one of the cheapest in the country, so I hope you will support our decision.   

As from January if you wish to still receive Third Age Matters Magazine, we shall ask you to pay for it at £2-50 per 

year (for 4 copies delivered to your home). We will have a sign-up sheet at October’s meeting for the magazine. There 

will also be a list for 2020 diaries in August and at September’s meeting there will be a suggestion box for general trips 

and future destinations for the Discoverers group.  

November is coming closer so you need to start thinking who you would like to be on your committee for the next year 

2019/2020. If re-elected it will be my third and final year in the chair. I hope that we may see some new faces joining 

the committee to bring with them new ideas.  

Can I please remind members if you put your name down to join a walk, outing or visit if unable to attend please 

contact the leader to inform them you won’t be turning up! Also, a little encouragement to members when attending a 

group activity, walk, outing please offer to do a write up. Group leaders take their time to make arrangements so it 

would be nice for a member to write a short piece for the newsletter and not always the group leader. This is your 

newsletter and your U3A. 

Carol Boyd. 01325496153 Carolboydu3a@gmail.com 

RECENT EVENTS 

Last Month’s Speaker 

Great North Air Ambulance Service (www.gnaas.com) 

Sophie is the newly appointed Community Fundraising Officer for the GNAAS and this was her first solo presentation 

which consisted of pre-recorded videos showing us various aspects of the service alongside facts and figures. The 

Service has 3 helicopters (of which 2 are always in use) operating from Durham Tees Valley Airport and Langwathby 

near Penrith. Their headquarters are soon to move to new premises at Urlay Nook and the eastern helicopter will also 

be based there. They deliver patients to three specific hospitals – RVI in Newcastle, James Cook Middlesbrough and 

Royal Preston Hospital.  

GNAAS responded to 1062 calls last year of which Road Traffic Accidents were the largest group (395 calls). Sporting 

and industrial injuries, burns and drownings were significant numbers too. The helicopter will always carry three staff 

(a pilot, paramedic and doctor) and is extremely well stocked with all the equipment needed to deal with a major 
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accident: blood and plasma, defibrillator, ventilator, monitors and suction machines. Recently staff had carried out a 

heart operation before transferring the patient to hospital. As the helicopters can travel at 175/180 miles per hour they 

can transfer serious patients to the hospital within a matter of 10 minutes (10 mins = 30 miles!).  

The service was initially planned back in 1991 but it was not until 2002 that it became established as a registered 

charity. It receives no money from the government (through the NHS budget) but needs £5.17 million to operate for a 

year. Hence fundraising is very important throughout the year. The service earns additional funding through providing 

pre-hospital training courses to other Ambulance Services across the year and the new HQ at Urlay Nook contains 

tailor made training facilities. When it is up and running it will offer visits to the public – and we assured Sophie that we 

shall certainly be booking a U3A visit in the near future!  

DESIGN APPRECIATION 25th July  
 

Beyond the intriguing title "Fifty Shapes of A" we were conducted 
through the world of typography, its design and usages. A backward 
glance to Romans and Runes prefaced writing by quill pen and a 
video showed us how to make this. In 1439 Gutenberg introduced a 
printing press using metal movable type which remained the standard 
production method of all printed material for almost 500 
years.  Recalling that the nearest we had come to using "hot metal" 
type was with our typewriter keys, we were then guided through the 
almost human anatomy of type - eye, ear, shoulder, spine, arm and 
leg included. The often minute, hardly visible, differences between 
faces had us wondering about the need for such variety yet everyone 
who uses a word processor becomes in effect a typesetter selecting 
type, varying font (bold or italic etc), justifying text, juggling space or 
trying to avoid confrontation with a widow or an orphan (where part of 

the text is isolated or moved away from its context).   

We tend to take letters for granted reading their combinations on the page for their meaning rather than their style. We 
were encouraged to think of letters as symbols flexible in use and, like people, given to adapt to the company they 
keep. For example, at the most basic level, the letter 'c' is a symbol for a sound. But which sound? As in "cat, cot, 
cut"? Or as in "cedar" and "cider"?  But the 'c' in the BBC program "CBeebies" is a very different symbol -fat, rounded 
and roly-poly it conjures up a picture of its target audience- pre-school children. A solicitor who used the same 
typeface might find few clients. Nowhere is the manipulation of these symbols better seen than in the competitive 
world of advertising which demands constant novelty and demand is met by typographic design companies still called 
Type Foundries, although entirely computerised and no metal in sight. All around us news media, magazines, the 
sides of vehicles, food packaging and road signs use typeface variations to influence us.  A number of company logos 
provided examples of typefaces manipulated to convey subliminal messages about the company or its product. And 
so we turned to the realms of art where letters can be perceived as entirely re-formable pictorial symbols.  Not least of 
our surprises was to be presented with logos which had a message in clear sight, but only when we were told what to 
look for. In fact Hitler banned a particular typeface, but it got its own back by being selected for the inscription on the 
plaque now on the moon's surface and recording the first human landing.  That typeface was Futura. Typefaces and 
their study can be both down to earth and out of this world!   

All a very long journey for the wee boy whose Scottish school taught him to write by inscribing his letters on a wood-
framed piece of slate. Felix Davies 

 
DISCOVERERS – 26th July  

Yet again, Carol has arranged another fascinating visit for the Discoverers, this time 

to the Racing Stables belonging to Mark Johnston in Middleham. His stables (in 3 

sites) house 300 horses which provide work for 150 staff, half of them being female. 

Warwick House in Middleham, stables the 2 year old colts which are being prepared 

for their first year of racing. Kingsley House, on the opposite side of the road, houses 

the 3 & 4 year old colts. Outside the village at Kingsley Park other colts and geldings 

are stabled along with the fillies. Up here Mark Johnston has created his own gallops, 

along with an airstrip and hangars for the planes that the family use to get to and from 

race tracks. Mark is a vet, his son also a vet and a further 2 vets are employed in the 

business. This is along with 3 or 4 farriers (horses need shoes changing before and 
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after every race), ground staff and all the stable staff who come from a variety of countries - up to 13 languages have 

been spoken here at any time.  

Horses are exercised daily, each according to their needs and a 

different schedule is drawn up for each day. Beginning at 6am the 

stable lads/lasses will prepare the ‘1st Lot’ of horses for their exercise 

up on the gallops departing at 6.25 and returning about 7.15 when 

the horses are washed down and returned to their stables. The staff 

then breakfast after which the routine is repeated at 8.30, 9.45 and 

11.05 – after which all the horses have been exercised and staff can 

have lunch. There are also timetables for horses to go swimming in a 

10ft deep pool (this is good for getting oxygen in their lungs), walking 

in circles around the horse walker or the water walker or even 

galloping on the treadmill! We were guided by Raye Wilkinson and 

his colleague Ernie Weymes (a retired trainer) who ensured we saw 

everything whilst keeping us safe from horses that were continually 

passing us on their way from stables to gallops.  

I learned a great deal during this fascinating tour and wasn’t the only 

one taking loads of photographs!  We ended the visit by watching the 

‘4th lot’ of horses on the gallops before driving up to a field which held 

mares and foals – and for the first time that morning we could 

actually stroke them! It was a delightful end to a most enjoyable visit. 

As ever thanks must go to Carol for arranging the visit and the 

transport – a minibus hired from The Hub in Barnard Castle and 

driven expertly by Alec. Ruth Beckett (plenty more photos on the gallery page of the website) 

Interesting article on Raye Wilkinson-he took us around the stables 

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/opinion/columnists/mikeamos/backtrack/17351427.where-theres-muck-

theres-usually-been-raye-wilkinson-now-honoured-by-the-queen/ 

GARDEN VISITS GROUP – CROOK HALL 

Our group of eight ladies travelled to Durham on a beautiful sunny day to visit Crook Hall Gardens. 

We started our visit with refreshments and then some of us decided to try to navigate the maze. Having managed to 

find our way to the centre and out again without losing anyone, we set off to explore the gardens which are divided into 

several smaller gardens with different themes. We started in the secret walled garden, which was lovely and very 

colourful, and continued to the vegetable garden, watched over by Elvis Presley, with enough grapes in the greenhouse 

to make several bottles of wine.We wandered through the other gardens on the west side and found several plants 

which were unfamiliar to us but which had been used to great 

effect and provided us with inspiration. We eventually 

arrived at a pond and, after watching a duckling learning 

from mum, how to catch insects, we bypassed the attractive 

gazebos and tables scattered throughout these gardens and 

made our way instead to a shady spot in the wooded glade 

for lunch.   

After lunch we explored the gardens on the eastern side and 

found one with a superb view of the cathedral, one with a 

sleeping giant, one with waterfalls and a silver and white 

garden which looked cool and serene on such a hot day.  

Some of the group toured the house but those of us who had visited previously, and did not wish to be indoors on such 

a lovely day, found some seats in the shade and spent a relaxing, sociable hour outside instead. 

Thank you, Kathy, for arranging the visit to these lovely gardens. Pauline  
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Hill Walk, 19 July 2019 

Five walkers left Darlington and headed for Buckden Pike, a fell at the head of Wharfedale, in the Yorkshire Dales, 
which has a height of 702m. 
 

On arriving at Buckden the weather was closing in. We left the car park and followed the bridleway through woodland 
and then onto the open moor. The valley below was cast in watery sunlight with views over to the Three Peaks, which 
were covered in mist. 
 

The path was easy to follow, as much of it was flagged. Halfway we were undecided about continuing as the summit 
was covered in mist. However, within a few minutes the cloud lifted and we followed the path leading to some stone 
steps and onto the summit, trig point. The rain and the mist came down and the views, which are supposed to be 
marvellous, remain a mystery. 
 

We returned the way we had come, stopping for our picnic on the way down.  
 

Despite the weather we all enjoyed the challenge of a good hill walk. Thanks to our leader Dave. Kath Spence 

 

INTERMEDIATE WALKING  1st July 2019. Circular walk, Gilling West. 

Six eager walkers set off from Gilling West in a change to the schedule. We passed Gillingwood Hall Farm where 
Muriel helped to put the date of its origin in the context of Queen Elizabeth 1. It was a varied route across fields, along 
ancient bridleways, through woodland, across and alongside streams. We went through the picturesque village of 
Whaston, then turned north-east and passed by Hartforth before returning to Gilling West. 

The weather was mostly sunny and windy 
though the occasional shower proved the 
forecast wrong. As well as the usual 
rabbits and pheasants, we saw a hare, and 
several types of butterflies. The profusion 
of summer growth including flowers, 
grasses, nettles and crops made it hard to 
follow the path at times and some debate 
and map reading skills were called for.  

Variation in smart device readings and 
individual degrees of tiredness led to 
different views of distance covered but you 
the consensus was around six miles. 

Sorry Sam Turner but we deserted you in 
favour of taking refreshment at the White 
Swan in the village before our drive home! 

Thanks to Dave for leading this lovely 
summer walk in beautiful countryside. 
Judith 
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INTERMEDIATE WALKING GROUP on Monday 15th July  

On a beautiful summer day eight walkers set off from the car park on the headland at Marske and walked towards Cliff 
House, which was built as a holiday home for the Pease family. We turned left and descended a staircase onto the 
beach - it seemed enormous as the tide was out. There were plenty of dog walkers by the sea and their pets were 
having fun on the beach and splashing in the water.  

 
We reached some rock pools and couldn’t resist the urge to look for 
crabs and fossils and noticed quite a bit of greenery at one point so 
we wondered if that area was part of the prehistoric forest which came 
into view recently on Redcar beach. In the distance we could see 
several ships which had probably come from Teesmouth and there 
were many wind turbines in the sea near Redcar. After walking up a 
slipway we found some seats on the Promenade not far from the 
iconic Redcar Beacon and watched the fountains which have been 
installed on the seafront.  
  
We turned back and had another break at the Stray Cafe after which 
we continued along the cliff top enjoying the wild flowers some lovely 
blue butterflies and the sound of the waves breaking.  

 
Thank you to Dave, our walk leader, for a perfect day. Distance covered was 5.2 miles. Mavis and Howard Masters  
 
LOCAL HISTORY on 16th July 

In July we had Ruth Beckett telling the extraordinary story of the life of Gertrude Bell writer, archaeologist and political 
officer responsible for establishing modern Iraq.  
 
The story begins in 1868 when Gertrude Bell was born, the granddaughter of Isaac Lothian Bell a wealthy industrialist 
in the northeast of England. The Bell family built themselves some significant homes in the area – Washington Hall 
(where Gertrude was born), and Red Barns in Redcar (where she spent her early years). They were also responsible 
for Rounton Grange, in East Rounton, where Gertrude also lived. 
 
Gertrude went to Oxford University where she studied Modern 
History and was the first woman to gain a First Class Honours 
degree. She then began a lifetime of travelling where she fell in 
love with the Middle East – Persia and Mesopotamia as it was at 
the time. She visited Palmyra and Petra, learned to speak 
Persian and Arabic, studied archaeology, photography, 
surveying and map making! 
 
She fearlessly explored the Nejd desert mixing with the local 
tribesmen and talking with their leaders whilst mapping ruins, 
routes and wells in unexplored desert areas. During her travels 
she met TE Lawrence who was working on a German 
archaeological dig at the time.  
 
When the First World War began she moved to Egypt and became an Assistant Political Officer – gathering and 
sorting information on local tribes and campaigning for the future independent Arab state to be led by an Arab. 
 
She was the only woman at the Cairo Peace Conference sitting alongside Winston Churchill and Lawrence. Faisal 
was chosen as King in 1921 but thereafter Gertrude’s status declined she then dedicated herself to archaeology and 
retaining the artefacts for a newly created Museum in Bagdad. Sadly she died in 1926 before the museum opened – it 
was believed she took an overdose of sleeping pills. 
 
The life of Gertrude Bell is a fascinating story and I am sure we all took a lot of information away with us. We are 
hoping to arrange a visit to East Rounton to see the stained glass window memorial to Gertrude in the Village Church. 
We also hope to visit the nearby Mount Grace Priory where the family also lived, but it may need to be next year. We 
will be able to see some of the estate buildings but sadly not Rounton Grange itself as it was demolished in 1953.  
 
Thank you to Ruth, her wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm for Gertrude Bell was much appreciated by the Group. 
Debbie Hardy  
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LOCAL HISTORY VISIT to Cockerton Methodist Church on 4th July 

Lorna Wilkinson talked to a small group about the history of Cockerton, with special reference to the Church and 
Aston Terrace which is situated behind the church. There is very little known about the terrace of houses – but we are 
hoping to find out more. She showed us pictures of the village and buildings which no longer exist and was able to 
provide anecdotes from her own life and experiences. She remembers an ‘unsuitable’ sweet shop near Cockerton 
Bridge where you could get Lucky Bags!  

She also took us into the Church and we could see the stained glass windows with their dedications and the plaque to 
soldiers who lost their lives in WW1. Lorna has researched these names and regards them as her ‘young men’.   
Thank you, Lorna, for a very interesting and informative visit. Ruth Beckett 

LOCAL HISTORY VISIT to Elm Ridge Church on 12th July  

A small group of Local History Members enjoyed a further Talk and Tour of the former Pease mansion, now Elm 
Ridge Church. On this occasion we were also fortunate to be able to see the wonderful new Banner, recently 
dedicated during a Church Service at Elm Ridge. 
 
The Banner started life as a white sheet and has been transformed, after many hours of work by Church Members, 
into a quite unique piece of embroidery depicting religious scenes. 
 
Once again we met in the beautiful grounds of what is now Elm Ridge Church and enjoyed refreshments in the 
Harroway Room.  
 
To fully appreciate the grand entrance of the Building we re-entered by the main front door, which now leads into the 
traditional place of worship. The windows originally in the rooms on the 1st floor now form part of the upper part of the 
Church.  We were shown around the rooms now occupied as offices on the upper floors, the rooms still contain 
original features, furniture and family photographs belonging to the Hodgkin’s family.  
 
We understand that there are plans to make the Church grounds more accessible to the wider community. The 
proposal is still being worked on but it is hoped that the grounds will be transformed into an area of use for the people 
of Darlington. 
 
Once again the time and effort that Mary put into our visit was very much appreciated. Hopefully we can return in the 
future and enjoy the peace and tranquillity of this unique Building and Grounds. Debbie Hardy  
 

PLAY READING 

In July we successfully read several very amusing/silly short plays including a politically correct version of ‘Snow 
White’ by Alan Tichmarsh. The others were from a Johnny Ball (Zoe’s dad) book of plays for children which had a pun 
in every line viz.: 
  
Posh Man:     I say, have you any grouse? 
Assistant:      Sorry, no. We have some veal and ham pie. 
Posh Man:     How can I go home and tell my wife I’ve shot a veal and ham pie? Have you any                  wild duck? 
Assistant:      No, but I could annoy a tame one for you! 
  
A light-hearted way to end the season. Muriel Jones  

READING GROUP 1 

For our July meeting the Group discussed ’Decline and Fall’ by Evelyn Waugh. This was his first published novel in 
1928 and some say his best. 
It is considered a literary classic and was the book chosen by David Mitchell, the actor, comedian and journalist to 
accompany him to his island on Desert Island Discs. 
The story reflects many of Waugh’s early experiences. Sent down from Oxford in outrageous circumstances, not of his 
own making, the anti-hero of the story, Paul Pennyfeather, finds himself taking up the position of schoolmaster at 
Llanaba Castle, a dubious public school in North Wales. 
His colleagues are an ’assortment of misfits, rascals and fools’ and as events unfold, Paul, a ‘prosaic hero, finds 
himself transported far beyond his normal horizons and translated into a new character before finally he returns to his 
humdrum habits’.  
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Waugh insisted we were intended to laugh at his story but, underlying the humour is a seriousness which transforms 
this work into a savage satire. To modern readers it will seem very non pc and racist. Difficult to laugh at, perhaps as 
some of the group found. Its targets are the boorishness of upper-class Oxford students, the corruption of the public 
school system, modern architecture, the penal system, the white slave trade, the lack of respect for human life and 
worst of all, to me, the Welsh, whom he savages ruthlessly. 
Waugh was writing in the aftermath of the First World War when the ‘Bright Young Things’ held sway, immersing 
themselves in pleasure and triviality.  
This changing world is depicted by Waugh, who, as his career progressed, and he converted to Catholicism, turned to 
more serious writing, but retained the quality of output for which he became renowned as one of our most outstanding 
writers. 
Many thanks to Lilian for her hospitality. Toni Carr 
 
READING GROUP 2 – Wide Sargasso Sea – Jean Rhys 
The Book is a prelude to Jane Eyre, telling of the tragic early life of Antoinette Cosway, who later became ‘the 
madwoman in the attic” in Charlotte Bronte’s famous book. 
 
The story begins on the Caribbean Island of Jamaica, an island torn apart by conflict between former slaves and the 
old colonial families. Antoinette’s marriage to the visiting Englishman Mr Rochester could provide her with an escape 
of the problems on the island. Her journey to England ends badly with her being incarcerated in the attic of Thornfield 
House and the rest of the harrowing tale can be found in the novel of Jane Eyre. 
 
We all agreed it was a most distressing story, from the dreadful events surrounding Antoinette’s family in the 
Caribbean to the outcome she experienced in England. Debbie  
 

REGULAR GROUPS  
 
BOULES 
Boules will be held on 1st & 3rd Wednesday afternoons at Hurworth Grange. More players needed – no experience 
needed.  Contact Sue Clark 
 
CANASTA 
We meet at the Travellers Rest at 1:45 on 1st & 3rd Thursdays each month. We have more room here and new 
members are very welcome. Contact Margaret 
 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 
Contact Kathy Clulee 

DESIGN APPRECIATION 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 22nd August and our subject will be Furniture Design. More details later by 
email so please register at the next General Meeting. 
 
DISCOVERERS  
No visit during August.  
Our next visit is to Binchester Roman Fort on Friday 27th September – with a guided tour of 90 minutes. The cost is 
£6.00 and can be paid at the August or September meeting (cheques to South Durham U3A please). More details 
nearer the time.  Contact Carol.  
 
GARDENING VISITS 
Next Visit: Ormsby Hall and Gardens on: 7th August 2019 

• We are meeting in the car park behind the Co-op at 10:00am in Cockerton and will be car sharing. 

• Please agree with your driver your return times. 

• It is a National Trust garden and therefore members will get in free 

• Entrance is £5.70 plus an additional £1.50 if you want to have a guided tour or you can wander around the 
house and gardens yourself 

 If you are interested in this day out please contact Kathy Liddle as soon as possible 
 
Also our final trips this year are to: 

• Breezy Knees Gardens, York: on 25th September 2019. 

• Himalayan Gardens and Sculpture Park, Ripon: 23rd October 2019 
At the moment we are planning a coach trip with only 16 places. If there is sufficient interest we could arrange a larger 
coach. Please register your interest as soon as possible with a non-refundable deposit of £5.00 per visit. 
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Contact: Kathy Liddle Tel: 01325 484208 or Email: Kathy@theliddles.com 
 
GARDENING – TALKING GROUP  Our group is growing as are our gardens!  We’re visiting each other’s houses and 
discussing all things gardening. Contact Ruth to join us – more members welcome.  

HILLWALKING 
There will be no hill walk during August. The next one is September 20th. 
Susan Storey- T 252713 Liz T 359921 
 
INTERMEDIATE WALKING 
Monday 19th August we will be walking from Stillington to Witton and Thorpe Thewles and back - lead by David Boyd 
01325 496153.  
On 2nd September we will be doing a circular walk of around 4 miles from West Witton lead by Susan Storey contact 
01325 252713.  
Meet Cockerton Car Park to leave at 10.00 for both walks thank you.  
 
LOCAL HISTORY 
Next month we have Jean Kirkland, making a return visit to tell us the history of Haughton Village. 
Please do join us at Bradbury House on Tuesday 20th August from 10 o clock for refreshments before our Talk at 
10.30. 
 
MAH JONG We meet in members’ homes on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 2.00pm.  
Contact Adrienne  
 
MEN’S FOCUSED TRIPS 
After the successful trip to Cockermouth I am now looking for ideas for places for us men folk to go - but this does not 
rule out the girls that would like to go too!! Contact Dave Boyd 
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION  

Contact Barry for details  

PLAY READING  
No meeting in August, but we’ll be back, with Francis Durbridge, on Tuesday 17th September, meeting at Joan & 
Clive’s.  
 

POETRY GROUP 
  
We are trying to gauge if there is sufficient interest for a new Poetry group to be formed. Would you be interested in 
joining other members to form a new group? Please let me know asap. Many thanks, Debbie (482165) 
 

 
READING GROUP 1 
The August meeting on August 14th will be an outing to Roman Binchester and lunch at Thomas Wright House for 
book club members only. Members have details and those who don’t can obtain them from Sandy or Ann. 
The September Meeting will be held on September 11th at Lorna’s when we will be reading ‘The Glassblower of 
Murano’ by Marina Fiorato. 
 
READING GROUP 2  
Our next Book is part of the Corfu Trilogy, My Family and Other Animals by Gerald Durrell. If you would like to join our 
friendly group please ring me, we are nearly full!! 
We meet on Monday 26th August at 1 30, 46 Westfield Drive Darlington. Debbie. 
 
RUMMIKUB 
The Rummikub group meets 10.00-12.00 on the first and third Friday of every month 
Contact Kathy on 462020 for Friday 16th August 
Contact Liz on 359921 for Friday 5th September 
 

 
**** STROLLERS – a new group to begin on 9th September. 

Meet at Clock Tower, South Park at 10am.**** 
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Group Contacts 

Boules    Sue  07811 129179 
Canasta   Margaret 485403 
Current Affairs   Kathy  462020 
Design Appreciation  Clive  358247 
Discoverers   Carol  496153 
Gardening    Ruth   252054 
Garden Visits    Kathy   484208 
Hill Walking   Susan   252713 & Liz 359921 
Intermediate Walking  Dave  496153 
Local History   Debbie  482165 
Mah-Jong   Adrienne 482386 
Music for Pleasure  Pat & Barry 482391 
Play Reading   Muriel  486129 
Reading Group 1  Ann  356847 
Reading Group 2  Debbie  482165 
Rummikub   Liz  359921 & Kathy 462020 

 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Date for your diary 

It may still be August but it’s time to mention Christmas! Please keep Friday 13th December free for 
our Christmas lunch at the Masonic Hall. 

We will be collecting money and menu choices at the September, October and November general meetings. 

Barbara and Judith 

 
 
THEATRE TRIP TO THE LAKES: 30th August 

The time is almost upon us.  Just to remind you, we go on Friday 30th August leaving Cockerton, opposite the library, 
at 9am. 
I have the theatre tickets and will give them out then. 
For those of you who have not yet paid the coach fare, can I remind you that the cost is £8.50, and I will be available 
to collect this at the August meeting. 
I am looking forward to another very enjoyable day. 
Joan Sadler 01325 358247   john.sadler520@ntlworld.com    07526 526227 
 
 
 
SUMMER TRIP – contact Carol 496153 

• Visit to YORKSHIRE SCULPTURE PARK: Wednesday 4th September.  

• We are leaving from Cockerton Library at 8-45am. We will leave YSP at a time decided on the day but no later 
than 4pm. 

• Still spaces available in the coach.  £13-50 per person payable as soon as possible!  Cheques made payable 
to South Durham U3A or send to Mrs C Boyd, 37, Lowther Drive Woodham Newton Aycliffe DL5 4UL. 
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Any items for the newsletter or website should be sent to southdurhamu3a@gmail.com  
Items for the next newsletter should arrive by the last day of the month. 

 

 

YORK BUNKER TRIP, MONDAY SEPTEMBER 23rd 

Please note, I have now priced this up and the balance is due for payment at the next main meeting on Tuesday 
August 13. Alternatively you can send a cheque (payable to South Durham U3A) to Dave Boyd.  
Total prices are as follows: 

• Bunker and York - £19.  

• Bunker and York for English Heritage members - £11. 

• York only - £11. 
So if you have paid your £10 deposit, the balances due are: 

• Bunker and York - £9 

• Bunker and York for English Heritage members - £1 

• York only - £1  
At the time of writing there are 3 places left for the bunker trip and 2 places for York only. LINDA CHADD 

 

 

Next Monthly Meeting – Tuesday 10th September 

The Wensleydale Railway  
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